l88                       THE  DISCOVERIES  OF JOHN  CABOT
made a strong impression upon De Ayala's mind.1 On the whole, we must allow that De Ayala's protest was justified. He was there to guard his master's rights,, and he sincerely believed that they were being assailed. He may have seen in Cabot's character and bearing some ground for suspecting falsehood; and if so, he was not altogether wrong, for Cabot, as will be shown, had indeed made a falsification, although of a kind that no one penetrated.
For the rest, De Ayala records a fact of some value to our further investigation: "Since I believe Your Highnesses will already have notice of all this, and also of the chart or mappemonde which this man has made, I do not send it now, although it is here, and so far as I can see exceedingly false". We may be positive, then, that a copy of Cabot's 1497 chart went to Spain in the following year. For even if De Ayala believed wrongly that it was there on July 25, he had an example in his possession and would have sent it on demand.
The next document for consideration is the Hojeda patent, Alonso de Hojeda was a Spanish captain who sailed for the Caribbean in May, 1499, and returned to Spain in April, 1500. In the course of this voyage, in which Juan de la Cosa was his companion, he explored part of the coast of Venezuela and thence steered northwards to Hispaniola before sailing for Spain. During these same years 1499-1500 Columbus on his third voyage revealed the South American coast in the neighbourhood of Trinidad and the Orinoco delta, Vincent Pinzon and Amerigo Vespucci sailed all along northern Brazil and Guiana, and the Portuguese leader Cabral touched eastern Brazil. A whole new and unsuspected continent leapt at once into view, obviously not a part of Asia as traditionally laid down; and it was this southern continent that originally received the name of America after one of its first discoverers. It should be borne in mind that for many years there was no proof of its continuity with the New Land of the north. On June 8, 1501, Hojeda received a patent2 permitting him to pursue his discoveries westward under this condition (amongst others): " that you. go and follow that coast which you have discovered, which runs east and west, as it appears, because it goes towards the region
1  By 1498 the Spanish navigators could hardly have retained the illusion that Cuba was a cape of the main continent, but De Ayala had been absent from Spain and his information was evidently not up to date.
2  No. 365 Patent granted to Hojeda. Harrisse (Disc, of North America^ pp. 328-34, etc.) thinks Hojeda made a second voyage between July 1500 and June 1501.  But the discoveries alluded to in the patent belong to 1499, since they are shown on La Cosa's map of 1500.